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Be Water Friendly this Summer

Water use, even in temperate climates like
PEI, can increase by as much as 40% in
the summer months due to outdoor use.

Edible Landscaping
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It's difficult to think anything but
pleasant thoughts while eating a
homegrown tomato.

~ Lewis Grizzard

Edible landscaping is the use of edible
plants in places where ornamental
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Unfortunately, this is also the time of yeal
when water supplies are at their lowest a
there is the least amount of rainfall. A fe
simple changes in your outdoor activities
can really add up to big water savings an
reduce this seasonal pressure on your

areabds water suppl:

Let your grass grow allowing your grass
to grow even slightly longer will help the
soil retain moisture and reduce or eliming
the need for watering

Choose plants wiseliy pick plants for
your garden that require little to
no water once established. Use
thirsty flowering annuals spar-
ingly

Collect rainwatei a rain barrel can

plants are traditionally grown. The
great thing about edible landscaping is
that anyone can to
in the city or the country, in a home or
an apartment. It can be done in a small
space or a large space, in a flowerbed,
a planter, a hanging basket, on your
rooftop or even in a windowsill. Edible
landscaping can be an economical and
fun project for the family.

Creating a design and scouring seed
catalogues can all be while the snow is
on the ground. A wide variety of plants
can be chosen from annuals to peren-
nials.

Some of the benefits of edible land-
scaping are that edible plants can be

for City-Ice Rink-Gymnasium
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* Multimedia

« Display and Scoring Solutions

easily be installed under your
existing downspouts to collect
rain water for use on your garden

Use a bucket washing your car with
a running hose can use as much
as 500 liters! Instead, use a
bucket and sponge or go to a
carwash that reuses their wash
water

Get out the broorh spraying of your
driveway with a hose is a big
water waster. Use a broom in-
stead to remove leaves or lawn

clippings
To learn about more ways you can

reduce water use visit
www.BeWaterFriendly.com

very attractive; can deter insect

pests; provide fresh, local food; be )
chemical free; create habitat/food for !
wildlife; contribute to your food secu-
rity and provide food from other cul-
tures that are not readily available in
stores.

vV e

At Victoria Park we have converted
our planters at City Diamond from
annuals to edible plants. We grow a
variety of vegetables, fruits, herbs
and edible flower. Check out the
planters and help yourself!

We would love to hear your
thought sé. bhoar @c ha
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Invasive Species

37TKH LQWURGXFWLRQ DQG
sive Alien Species is affecting Can-
DGDYVY HQYLURQPHQW HFI
ety, including human health. The cur-

rent threats posed by existing and po-
tential invasive alien species are sig-
nificant and are growing at an alarming

U D W Hhtroduction to An Invasive

Alien Species Strategy for Canada,

Sept. 2004

Invasive species (IS) are often referred to
as plants or animals that are out of their

natural range and are spreading and caus-
ing a negative impact. They impact us eco-
nomically (i.e. cost money to control, reduce
crop yield), socially (i.e. clog up waterways
and prevent boating) and environmentally
(i.e. eliminate native species). We often
spread them around unintentionally. Every-
one can help by: choosing you garden
plants carefully or planting native species;
swapping plants non-invasive garden plants
with your neighbor; disposing of yard waste
properly (never dump it in a pond, natural
area, ditch or park); not moving firewood (it
may have invasive insects on/in it like the
gypsy moth); not bringing home hitchhikers
after you have been

PEI now has an Invasive Species Council
that focuses on the impacts of IS. You can
contact them at: peiinvasives@gmail.com
or go to their website (www.peiinvasives.ca)
to report an invasive species. They want to
hear from you!

The City of Charlottetown has been working
on IS in their Parks. Japanese knotweed in

6]

Victoria Park has almost been eradi-
cated, purple loosestrife is being con-
trolled along Confederation Trail and
Himalayan balsam control around Beach
Grove will take place in 2012. The Hi-
malayan Balsam is an annual plant that
can grow 2-3 m tall, flowers are white to
deep pink, tear-drop shaped seed pods
explode when touched, prefers moist
habitat so is often along stream banks or
in moist woodlands.

Want to know more? Contact us at:
bhoar@charlottetown.ca.

Submitted by: Beth Hoar, Chair, PEI
Invasive Species Council

Tips to Access Free Resources and Expertise on Parks

To access free trees for ageeening program,
a community tree planting initiative or for a

youth activitycontactthe Department of Agri-
culture and

Forestryos

are expert gardeners. They might be willing
lend a hand or their expertise to help suppor

community beautification project.
Greening Spaces

gram. This program is designed to encourage

schools and communities to plant trees to pro-

tect our environment and beautify our land-
scape. Link:http://www.gov.pe.ca/agriculture/

treeplanting

The Robert L. Cotton Memorial Trust Fund for
Public Parks is a PEI based foundation that

Questions on insects and tree diseases can
forwarded to the provincial J. Frank Gaudet
Tree Nursery where experts are always able
provide information. Link:http://
Www.gov.pe.ca/agriculture/index.php3?
number=20771&lang=E

You can tap into Island experts for environ-

grants money for projects in public parks. Linkmental questions. Organizations such as Isl

http://www.gov.pe.ca/forms/pdf/728.pdf

Trails, Island Nature Trust, MacPhail Woods

Local nurseries are excellent sources of experand Nature PENatural History Society of PEI

tise for plant material questions.

Donét forget your
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PEI Wildlife Federation are invaluable in poil
ing you in the right direction if you have ques

c otionsmonrsuch intereste as:i ndtevenptast ang

nance, forest management plans, environ-
I[merga_l events for family and friends, school
ground naturalization, environmental educa-
tion and nature protection. Linkttp://
macphailwoods.org/

Link: http://www.islandnaturetrust.ca/

ink: http://www.islandtrails.ca/en/

Link: http://naturepei.ca/

Free playground inspections are available
through Recreation PEI.

You have turf and irrigation expertise in your
neighbourhood just call your local golf

course personnel and they can point you in the

r{i%ht direction.
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animal species, invasive species, trail mainte-
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